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Moving to Northern Colorado

A Smart, Simple Relocation Guide to Help You Move with Confidence

Smart Strategy. Smooth Moves. Strong Results.

Relocating is about more than finding a house — it’s about finding the right lifestyle, the
right community, and making smart decisions that protect both your finances and your
peace of mind. Northern Colorado offers an incredible mix of outdoor access, vibrant towns,
strong job markets, and a high quality of life, but there are important local factors that can
surprise newcomers if you're not prepared.

This guide is designed to give you a clear, practical overview of what to consider before and
during your move — so you can make confident choices and avoid common mistakes.

Why People Love Northern Colorado

Northern Colorado consistently attracts people for its balance of lifestyle and opportunity.
Common reasons people choose this area include:

e Easy access to hiking, biking, fishing, skiing, and trail systems

e Strong sense of community with a mix of college-town energy and quiet neighborhoods

e Diverse employment sectors including healthcare, education, technology,
manufacturing, and agriculture

e Four true seasons with plenty of sunshine

e Convenient access to Denver and Denver International Airport without metro
congestion

Where Should | Live? Choosing the Right Area

Each Northern Colorado community offers a different lifestyle, price range, and pace of
growth. Use this overview to help narrow your focus.

e  Want walkability, trails, and vibrant culture? Look closely at Fort Collins.
e Prefer a mix of affordability and established neighborhoods? Loveland may be a great
fit.
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e Interested in newer homes and master-planned communities? Windsor and Timnath
are strong options.

e Looking for small-town feel with commuting access? Berthoud and Wellington are
worth exploring.

e (Craving privacy, space, and views? Foothills and acreage properties offer unique
opportunities.

The right choice depends on commute, lifestyle, budget, and long-term goals — not just
home features.

Community Spotlights
Fort Collins

e Highly walkable neighborhoods and strong trail connectivity
e Vibrant downtown and strong local culture

e University-driven economy and rental demand

e Wide mix of historic and newer housing options

Loveland

o Blend of established neighborhoods and new developments
e Strong healthcare and manufacturing presence

e Easy access to lakes, parks, and outdoor recreation

e Generally slightly more affordable than Fort Collins

Windsor

e Rapid growth with newer subdivisions

e Strong school reputation and family-focused neighborhoods
e Easy commuting to Fort Collins, Loveland, and Greeley

e HOA and metro district structures common in new areas

Timnath

e Smaller town feel with new residential growth
o C(lose proximity to Fort Collins amenities

e Many newer homes and planned communities
e Growing retail and dining development

Berthoud

e Small-town atmosphere with expanding housing options
e (Good access to both Loveland and Longmont

e More land opportunities compared to larger cities

e Appealing for those seeking quieter neighborhoods
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Foothills and Acreage Areas

e Scenic views, privacy, and larger lots

e Well and septic systems are common

e Road access and winter maintenance are important considerations
o Fire mitigation and insurance planning are critical

Cost of Living and Ongoing Expenses

Beyond the purchase price, it's important to understand the full cost of owning a home in
Northern Colorado.

e Property taxes that vary by location and special districts

e Utilities, which may be higher on larger lots or rural properties

e Insurance, especially in foothills areas with wildfire risk

e HOA dues or metro district fees in newer subdivisions

e Maintenance costs such as snow removal, landscaping, and long driveways

Planning for these expenses ahead of time prevents budget surprises after you move in.

A Smart Relocation Game Plan

Successful relocations usually follow a structured process:

Define lifestyle goals before focusing on specific homes

Learn neighborhood differences and pricing realities

Secure financing and understand budget flexibility

Tour homes with purpose and long-term fit in mind

Develop offer strategies based on competition and property type
Manage inspections, contingencies, and closing timelines carefully

o Ul e W

Following a clear plan keeps decisions rational and protects both time and equity.

60-Day Moving Timeline
60-45 Days Before Move:

L] Finalize housing decision and closing timeline
[1 Research movers or truck rental options
[l Create moving budget and timeline

L1 Begin decluttering and sorting belongings

45-30 Days Before Move:
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L] Book movers or reserve moving truck

01 Order packing supplies

[ Start packing non-essential items

U1 Notify employer and schools of move date

30-15 Days Before Move:

[ Schedule utility transfers and internet installation

] Change address with banks, subscriptions, and service providers
O Confirm moving logistics and access at both properties
[ Prepare important documents in one secure location
Final 14 Days:

O Pack daily-use items last

O Confirm closing and move-in dates

LI Arrange childcare or pet care for moving day

U Prepare basic supplies for first night in new home

Moving Checklist

Before You Start:

U] Confirm work locations and acceptable commute times
[ List must-have lifestyle features

[ Consult a lender and finalize budget

01 Decide between HOA and non-HOA communities
During Home Tours:

[ Ask about average utility costs

1 Review HOA rules and restrictions

[ Observe traffic, noise, and access
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1 Consider future resale appeal

Once Under Contract:

[1 Schedule inspections promptly

[1 Review well, septic, roof, and structure carefully if applicable
] Confirm insurance options

O Track all contract deadlines

Preparing to Move:

O Schedule movers or moving trucks

U Transfer utilities and internet service

0 Update address with banks, subscriptions, and employers
O Transfer medical and school records

O Plan for winter driving and snow preparedness if needed

Make Your Move with Confidence

Northern Colorado offers an exceptional blend of lifestyle, opportunity, and community.
With smart planning, local expertise, and a structured process, your relocation can be
smooth, predictable, and financially sound.

If you're considering a move, begin with strategy — not just a home search — and build a
plan that supports both your lifestyle and your long-term goals.

Ready to start planning your move?

Schedule a strategy conversation to clarify options, understand market realities, and build a
smart relocation plan.

Homes for the Colorado Lifestyle » Schedule Your Strategy Call
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Northern Colorado at a Glance — Map & Commute Overview

Northern Colorado communities are closely connected by major highways, making it
possible to live in one town and work or spend time in another. Understanding how these
areas relate geographically can help you choose a home that fits both your lifestyle and your
daily commute.

Use this page to visualize how the communities connect:

e Fort Collins sits at the north end of the main I-25 corridor and is the largest population
center in the region.

e Loveland is directly south of Fort Collins and serves as a central hub for medical and
industrial employment.

o Windsor is east of both Fort Collins and Loveland, offering easy access to multiple cities
and newer subdivisions.

o Timnath sits just east of Fort Collins and is one of the fastest-growing residential areas.

e Berthoud is south of Loveland with convenient access to Longmont and Boulder County.

e Foothills communities run west of Fort Collins and Loveland, providing mountain access
with longer drive times.

Typical commute patterns to consider:

e [-25is the primary north-south corridor connecting all major towns.

o East-west travel often involves county roads and may take longer during peak hours.

o Foothills routes can be slower in winter weather and during fire season closures.

e Denver International Airport is generally 60-90 minutes away depending on traffic and
starting point.
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